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Citizen Oversight Board Announces Independent Monitor Finalists  

and Community Events  

DENVER—In concert with the Citizen Oversight Board’s (COB) decision last February to continue the 
search for a new Independent Monitor, the COB has been hard at work looking for the right person to 
do the job and laying the foundation for their success. The COB worked with City HR to update the 
Monitor’s job description and pay grade. The Board also led a Screening Committee that included 
representatives from the Mayor's Office, City HR and City Council, a retired judge, a justice involved 
community member, and the former Independent Monitor Nick Mitchell. This Screening Committee 
reviewed the applicant pool, conducted interviews, and selected two finalists to move forward to the 
Citizen Oversight Board. The COB and other city stakeholders have interviewed those finalists. The COB 
now invites the community to provide their feedback on the candidates before the board makes a final 
selection decision.  

The finalists are: 

• Lisabeth Castle (Denver, CO) 
• Mary Opler (Sacramento, CA) 

A document with their headshots and bios can be found on the Board’s website. Prior to the Board’s 
selection decision, the COB will co-host two evening sessions (one in-person, one virtual) with 
community organizations, Denver residents and finalists. These events will be: 

November 29, 6 – 7:30 p.m. 
Co-Hosted with members of the advocacy and faith-based work communities, to include Denver 
Justice Project, Greater Metro Denver Ministerial Alliance, Interfaith Alliance of Colorado, and 
Together Colorado, at: 
First Baptist Church 
1373 Grant Street 
Denver, CO 80203 
Facebook Event page: https://fb.me/e/2qjBzQcah 

November 30, 6 – 7:00 p.m. 
Co-Hosted with members of the service provider community, to include Denver Alliance for 
Street Health Response (DASHR), Harm Reduction Action Center, and Servicios de la Raza.  
Virtual: https://denvergov-org.zoom.us/j/89011940617 
Facebook Event page: https://fb.me/e/4CLYhbHMi 
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At these events, community members will get the chance to learn more about the candidates, ask them 
questions, and then provide their feedback to the Board. Live Spanish-language interpretation will be 
available for both events.  

The Board is also publishing a video featuring each of the finalists responding to several questions about 
their fit for the role. Residents who are unable to attend either of the events above are encouraged to 
watch the video (also available on the Board’s website) and share any feedback they have via an online 
survey.  

---------------------------------------------- 

The Citizen Oversight Board was created in 2004. It consists of nine community members who are 
broadly tasked with assessing the effectiveness and policies of the Department of Public Safety and the 
Office of the Independent Monitor, and making recommendations as appropriate. As of November 
2021, the COB is also responsible for selecting the head of the Office of the Independent Monitor (OIM). 
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